Dolgellau WW1 Memorial – North Face
Howell Pugh

South Street


Died of appendicitis on 25 October 1915 in France aged 25.

He was a soldier in the Royal Engineers and previously had served in the local Territorial Force. His records show that he attended the TF summer camp annually and was punished for minor offences like drunkenness on every occasion.

He is buried in St Venant Communal Cemetery near Bethune.
Hugh Pugh

Hendregefeilliaid


Killed on 26 March 1917 in Gaza, Palestine aged 21.

Hugh Pugh was one of six soldiers on the Dolgellau memorial to be killed the same day at the Battle of Gaza. He was a theology student with plans to be a minister of religion when he was called up. He was reported to lead his fellow soldiers in prayer meetings in the Sinai Desert.

He is remembered on the Jerusalem Memorial.

Joshua Pugh

Fronallt Cottage


Died of wounds on 30 June 1917 in Belgium aged 36.

Joshua Pugh had left home in search of work in the South Wales coalfield many years before the war. He enlisted in Treharris near Merthyr Tydfil.

He is buried in Mendinghem Military Cemetery near Poperinge.
Richard Ll Pugh

South Street


Died of pneumonia on 16 November 1918 in France aged 27.

Richard Llewelyn Pugh had migrated to the United States in 1908. He worked as a miner in Pennsylvania but travelled to Canada to enlist in the Canadian army before the USA joined the war.

He is buried in Etaples Military Cemetery in Northern France.
Robert Pughe

Helygog


Killed on 16 April 1920 in North West India aged 21.

Robert Pughe was a pilot in the RAF. At the time of his death he was carrying military mail between Karachi and Cairo. It was reported that his death was an accident but other accounts reported that his plane had been shot down.

He is buried in Cemetery 14 in Lorali in Baluchistan (Pakistan nowadays).
William Rees

Ochryfoel Isaf


Killed on 10 April1917 in France aged 29.

William Rees had been a farm labourer in the Llanfachreth area before heading for London in search of work. He was a milkman in Croydon when he joined the army.

He is buried in Bully-Grenay Communal Cemetery near Arras.
Arthur R Roberts

Sarn Road


Died on 21 November 1917 in India aged 28.

Arthur Randell Roberts had enlisted in the army when he was living in Wimbledon. His widow, Florence, still lived there after the war. He is also remembered on the memorial in the entrance to Ebeneser Chapel.

He is buried in Bolarum Cavalry Barracks Cemetery in India.
Evan Roberts

Talyrafon Buildings


Killed on 6 July 1916 in France aged 28. 

As a member of the RWF ‘Special Reserve’ Evan Roberts was called to the colours early in 1914. At one time he was a tanner in Dolgellau before he moved to Dorset. His brother William was killed later in the war. Their mother Margaret unveiled the memorial on the square in Dolgellau.

He is remembered on the Loos Memorial on the Somme in France.

William Roberts

Talyrafon Buildings


Killed on 25 February 1917 in Belgium aged 33.

William Roberts’s time in the army started with guard duties at a radio station in Tywyn. While he was there he won a number of prizes in shooting competitions. He was transferred to the Western Front sometime towards the end of 1916. His brother Evan had been killed seven months earlier.

He is buried in Bard Cottage Cemetery in Belgium.
Harry Roberts

Cambrian House


Killed on 25 March 1918 in France aged 32.

Harry Roberts served in the Tank Corps and was seen escaping from his tank after it had been struck by a shell but was killed soon after. Although there were reports that he had been taken prisoner, his mother received confirmation of his death a year later.

He is remembered on the Pozieres Memorial in France.
Hugh Roberts

Cader Road


Died of wounds on 5 January 1915 in France aged 29.

Hugh Roberts was a regular soldier with years of experience. He had joined the army years earlier when he was living in South Wales. In 1911 he was stationed in barracks in Egypt.

He is buried in Lillers Communal Cemetery in France.
R Bowen Roberts

Clogwyn


Died of heart failure on 13 January 1918 in Plas Penrhyn, Anglesey aged 38.

Richard Bowen Roberts joined the army on 5 August 1914 and served in France from July 1915 until he was wounded in December 1917. He returned home where he died a few weeks later.

He is buried in Llanedwen Churchyard on Anglesey.
Thomas Roberts

Ty’nllidiart


Killed on 10 August 1915 at Suvla Bay, Gallipoli aged 22. 

Before going to war Thomas Roberts was a gamekeeper on the Penmaenuchaf estate, like his father. He had gone off to war in August 1914 with the Territorial Force, and sailed for Gallipoli in late July 1915.

He is remembered on the Helles Memorial in Gallipoli, Turkey.

Edward Rowlands

Hafodymeirch


Died of pneumonia on 11 September 1916 in France aged 23. 

Edward Rowlands was a member of the Welsh Guards and was serving in the area of the Somme when he died. Before going to war he worked at home on the farm alongside his father.

He is buried in Allonville Communal Cemetery in France.

Frank Ruddle

Bodlondeb


Killed on 5 May 1915 in Belgium aged 19. 

Frank Ruddle, one of the youngest men on the Dolgellau memorial, was killed during a famous attack on ‘Hill 60’ in the Passchendaele area. After the war his mother spent years in correspondence with the military authorities to no avail trying to find where he was buried. She was a sister to a prominent Dolgellau businessman, TH Roberts.

He is remembered on the Menin Gate in Ypres in Belgium.

William Stevens

Henefail


Killed on 6 November 1917 in Palestine aged 27.

William Stevens was a professional soldier with the Herefordshire Regiment. He was killed in the fighting around Beersheba in Palestine. He had been married to Kate for less than a year and left one child, Glenys.

He is buried in Beersheba War Cemetery in Palestine.
Heber Thomas

Haulfryn


Killed on 12 October 1917 in Belgium aged 26.

Heber Thomas was the son of the minister of Ebeneser Chapel. When he enlisted in the army he was employed by the National Provincial Bank (Natwest) in Mayfair in London. He was killed as the battle of Passchendaele was drawing to a close.

He is remembered on the Tyne Cot Memorial in Belgium.

Frank Wheeler

Ganllwyd


Died of pneumonia on 16 November 1918 in Egypt aged 25.

Having battled through Gallipoli and the fierce fighting in the Sinai Desert and Palestine with the 7th Battalion RWF, Frank Wheeler was taken to hospital on Armistice Day. Before going to war he was a farm labourer.

He is buried in Alexandria War Cemetery in Egypt.
Ben O Williams

Glyn Afon


Killed on 22 March 1918 in France aged 20. 

Benjamin Owen Williams had joined the army in Liverpool. Shortly before his death he had been transferred from one regiment to another so when his family received the news there was some confusion which gave them false hopes that a mistake had been made.

He is remembered on the Pozieres Memorial in France.

Evan J Williams

Lawn Cottages


Killed on 17 June 1918 in France.

There is little information on Evan J Williams. He enlisted in the Cheshire Regiment in Birkenhead, which suggests he had moved to that area.

He is buried in Marfaux British cemetery in France.
Hugh Williams

Upper Court


Killed on 26 March 1917 in Gaza, Palestine aged 28.

Like so many local men Hugh Williams had moved to South Wales in search of work in the coal mines. He had settled in the Pontypridd area. Before going to South Wales he worked on farms around Dolgellau.

He is remembered on the Jerusalem Memorial.
Meredith R Williams

Chapel Buildings


Drowned on 15 April 1917 in the Mediterranean Sea aged 32. 

Having contracted a disease in Gallipoli, Meredith Richard Williams was discharged on medical grounds in April 1916. However he was recalled later that year and lost his life on the way to Egypt when the Cameronia was sunk by a U Boat not far from Malta.

He is remembered on the Chatby Memorial in Alexandria, Egypt.

Percy Williams

Lawn Cottages


Killed on 1 December in Cambrai, France aged 21. 

Percy Williams enlisted in the Welsh Guards in Llangollen. He had been born in Cardiff, but after losing his parents at a young age he was brought up by an aunt in Dolgellau.

He is remembered on the Cambrai Memorial in Louverval, France.

Robert Williams

Mount Pleasant Road


Killed on 23 July 1917 in Belgium aged 27.

There is little information about Robert Williams who enlisted with the RWF in Conwy. He lost his life in the mud of the Battle of Passchendaele.

He is buried in Bard Cottage Cemetery in Belgium.
William Williams

Rhydymain

There is no information at the present time about William Williams.

Richard Evans

Bontyrarran


Died of wounds on 27 February 1915 in France aged 35.

Before joining the army Richard Evans was a painter and decorator, living with his widowed mother, a midwife. His was one of the four names added to the memorial after the unveiling in 1921.
He is buried in Boulogne Eastern Cemetery in France.
JWJ Watkins

English Terrace


Killed on 24 March 1918 in France aged 19.

John Walter James Watkins had joined the army in February 1917 and had been in France for two months before his death. Before going to war he had been an apprentice clog maker in Radnorshire. His name was one of the four added to the Dolgellau memorial after it had been unveiled.

He is remembered in Bancourt British Cemetery in France.
