Dolgellau WW1 Memorial – East Face
Lewis Jones

Rhydymain


Died on 29 May 1917 in Rhydymain aged 21. 

Lewis Jones was badly wounded in France in 1916 and lay in No Man’s Land for a long time before being rescued. He spent many months in hospitals and had one arm amputated. At the beginning of May 1917 he was brought home where he died at the end of the month.

He is buried in Rhydymain.

Morris  Jones

Clywedog


Killed on 10 August 1917 in Belgium aged 29.

Morris Jones arrived in France in early July 1916 and so almost certainly fought at the Battle of the Somme. He was wounded twice, and spent periods in hospital with sickness, over the next year before he was killed in the Battle of Passchendaele.

He is remembered on the Menin Gate in Ypres, Belgium.
Owen Jones

Ochryfoel


Killed on 19 July 1917 in Belgium aged 26. 

Owen Jones had appealed to be exempt from military service on the grounds that he was the only son remaining on the farm to help his 84 year old father. Two brothers were already in the army. His appeal was dismissed and while Owen was in the army his father died.

He is buried in Canada Farm Cemetery in Belgium.

Teddy Jones

Bontyrarran


Killed on 30 August 1918 in France aged 19.

Very little is known about Teddy Jones, a soldier in the Suffolk Regiment. He had originally joined the army as a member of the ‘Army Cyclist Corps’.

He is buried in Ecoust St. Mein British Cemetery in France.
Willie Jones

Park Lane


Died on 15 November 1919 in Dolgellau aged 31.

As a member of the Territorial Force Willie Jones was called up in 1914. Sometime during the war his health broke and according to Y Dydd he suffered for years. He was one of five brothers in the army and a brother to the only woman on the Dolgellau memorial Mary E Smith. 

He is buried in the Dafydd Ionawr Cemetery in Dolgellau.
Willie H Jones

Rhydwenfa


Died on 22 April 1920 in Dolgellau aged 23.

William Hugh Jones was seriously wounded in France in July 1917. Following a lengthy period in hospital in London he came home to Dolgellau but his health deteriorated. He was the last person named on the Dolgellau memorial to die.

He is buried in the Public Cemetery in Dolgellau.
Joseph Kynaston

South Street


Killed on 23 October 1914 in France aged 30.

Born in the Workhouse, Joe Kynaston was raised by his grandfather who was a gamekeeper on the Nannau Estate. He joined the army in 1906 and spent many years in India. He was in the first contingent of soldiers to arrive in France in August 1914 and was the first man named on the Dolgellau memorial to be killed.

He is buried in Pont du Hem Military Cemetery, la Gorgue in France.
Edward E Lawford 

Argoed


Killed on 13 June 1917 in France aged 33. 

Edward Enfield Lawford had migrated to the ‘Federated Malay State of Perak’ in 1905 to work on a rubber plantation. He went to war as an officer in the Indian Army. His father was a solicitor in London who owned Borthwnog on the banks of the Mawddach.

He is remembered on the Neuve-Chapelle Memorial near Lille in France.

H Morris Lloyd

Ganllwyd


Died of wounds on 31 August 1918 in France aged 23.

Very little is known about Humphrey Morris Lloyd, a soldier in the RWF.  Before being called into the army he had been a farm worker in Abergeirw.

He is buried in Delville Wood Cemetery in Longueval, France.
Eiddon T Marchant

Rhydymain


Killed on 4 October 1917 in Belgium aged 21.

Eiddon Thomas Marchant lost his life in the fighting for Polygon Wood in the Ypres area. He was in the ‘Machine Gun Corps’ having transferred from the RWF. His father worked on the railway.

He is remembered on the Tyne Cot Memorial in Belgium.
Joseph Martin

Bryncoedifor


Killed on 29 October 1916 in France aged 24.

Joseph Martin was a native of Cornwall who settled in this area when his father was appointed headmaster of the school in Bryncoedifor. It is possible that he worked on farms around Rhydymain before joining the army.

He is buried in Essex Farm Cemetery in France.
R H Mills

Brynbella


Killed on 10 July 1916 in Mametz Wood, France aged 35.. 

Robert Henry Mills had fought in the Boer War in South Africa at the turn of the century. Having begun the war with the Territorial Force he was promoted several times and was killed leading his company in an attack on the woods. He was the son of Richard Mills, proprietor of Siop Mills

He is buried in Dantzig Alley British Cemetery on the Somme.

Francis V Morris

Park Row


Died of wounds on 9 October 1918 in France aged 33.

Francis Vaughan Morris was a cobbler by trade. He left home as a young man to seek work, first in Cardiff and later in Yorkshire. He left a widow and four young children.

He is buried in Etaples Military Cemetery in France.

James Morris

Tudno Villa


Killed on 26 March 1917 in Gaza, Palestine aged 21.

James Morris sailed from Devonport in June 1916 to join his battalion in Egypt. He fought his way through the Sinai Desert and across the Suez Canal in the campaign to reach Jerusalem. He was one of six soldiers on the Dolgellau memorial who lost their lives on the same day.

He is buried in Gaza War Cemetery in Palestine.

Evan Morgan

Froheulog Cottages


Died of pneumonia on 13 March 1919 in France aged 28.

Evan Morgan died in a French hospital on the way home from Mesopotamia (Iraq). Before joining the army in February 1916 he had been a quarryman in Abergynolwyn. He spent time in Egypt and India before arriving in Mesopotamia but suffered long spells of ill health.

He is buried in St Marie Le Havre Cemetery in France.

Aneurin Owen

Dregerrig


Died of wounds on 1 August 1918 in France aged 22.

Aneurin Owen was born in Liverpool when his father worked on the docks there as a cotton porter. When the family returned to the Dolgellau area Aneurin helped his father on the farm as well as working on a number of farms around Llanfachreth.

He is buried in Warloy-Baillon Communal Cemetery in France.
G Christmas Owen

Bryngwenallt


Killed on 31 July 1917 in Belgium aged 30.

Griffith Christmas Owen had been born on Christmas Day 1886. He was killed in the same attack on Pilkem Ridge as Hedd Wyn, on the first day of the Battle of Passchendaele. His father, Hugh Owen, was a prominent businessman in the town with a flourishing leather business in Cae Tanws.

He is buried in Sanctuary Wood Cemetery in Belgium.

Harry Owen

Frongaled


Killed on 26 March 1917 in Gaza, Palestine aged 23.

Harry Owen arrived in Egypt at the end of July 1916 and within six weeks was hospitalised in Cairo with malaria. The disease was a constant problem to soldiers in the Middle East. He was one of six men on the Dolgellau memorial to be killed on that one day.

He is buried in Gaza War Cemetery in Palestine.
Hugh R Owen

Park Lane


Killed on 30 November 1917 in Cambrai, France aged 21. 

Hugh Richard Owen was a coal miner in the Rhondda Valley when he joined the army in 1914. His family had migrated there in search of work some years earlier. In 1911 fifteen year old Hugh was a coal hewer working underground in a colliery. After the war his mother returned to Dolgellau. 

He is remembered on the Cambrai Memorial, Louverval in France. 

J Herbert Owen

Maestalarran


Died of wounds on 1 April 1918 in France aged 24.

John Herbert Owen first enlisted in the local regiment of the territorial Force but was transferred to the Royal West Kent regiment. He was wounded in the head in March 1917 and spent a long period in hospital before being sent back to France where he was fatally wounded a year later.

He is buried in St Sever Cemetery in Rouen in France. 

Malcolm Owen

Brithdir


Died on 18 July 1917 in Lincolnshire aged 18. 

Herbert Ernest Malcolm Owen was killed as he was training to be a pilot in the Royal Flying Corps. He had very little experience of flying solo and he was burnt to death when he lost control of his aircraft. His father was the rector of Brithdir.

He is buried in Brithdir Church Cemetery.

Owen Owen

Bontyrarran


Killed on 18 November 1914 in Belgium aged 37.

Owen Owen was a regular soldier who landed on the continent in mid- September 1914. He enlisted in South Wales and there is reason to believe that the whole family had left Dolgellau some years earlier.

He is remembered on the Menin Gate in Ypres, Belgium.
Willie R Owen

South Street


Killed on 6 November 1917 in Beersheba, Palestine aged 22.

William Robert Owen arrived in Egypt with the 7th Battalion RWF in 1915. While he was there he was punished for ‘improper conduct in front of the Officers’ Mess’ ! Before going to war he worked as a farm labourer.

He is buried in Beersheba War Cemetery in Palestine.
Owen Owens

Dolgwartheg


Killed on 4 July 1916 on the Somme in France aged 32.

Owen Owens was the first man with local connections to be killed during the Battle of the Somme. He was a regular soldier with years of experience and had spent a long period in India.

He is buried in Couin British Cemetery in France.
Peter Price

Fronoleu


Killed on 22July 1918 in France aged 24.

Peter Price joined the army in Newport, Monmouthshire in February 1916. He served with the South Wales Borderers. His father received a letter describing his death without ‘a word of complaint or regret.’

He is buried in Cambrin Military Cemetery in France.
Arthur Pugh

Ty’nymynydd


Died of wounds on 22 September 1916 in France aged 22. 

Before joining the army Arthur Pugh had been a policeman in Mountain Ash, South Wales and before that a coalminer in Blaenclydach. He joined the Welsh Guards in January 1916.

He is buried in St Sever Cemetery in Rouen, France.

W Ellis Jones

Tanygoeden


There is no information at the present time about W Ellis Jones.

His was one of the four names added to the memorial after the unveiling in 1921.
